IN a paper published about a year ago, Sharpe [1925] refers to certain criticisms by the present writer [Greenwald, 1924] of the methods employed by Burns and Sharpe [1917], Findlay and Sharpe [1920] and Nattrass and Sharpe [1921] for the detection and determination of guanidines in urine. Essentially, these were that creatine might be oxidised to methylguanidine by the mercuric salts employed by Burns and Sharpe and that the method employed by Findlay and Sharpe and by Nattrass and Sharpe made no adequate provision for the separation of creatinine and of ammonium salts. In order to meet this criticism, Sharpe proposed a slight modification of the method previously employed. The urine (250 cc.) is treated, in succession, with tannic acid, Ba(OH)2, H2SO4 and BaCO3, filtering off each precipitate as produced. The final filtrate is evaporated to a syrup and extracted with absolute alcohol. The extract is evaporated and the residue then obtained is extracted with 20 cc. alcohol. The alcohol is then evaporated and the residue is dissolved in 10 cc. water. After adding 10 cc. of a saturated aqueous solution of picric acid, the mixture is set aside for crystallisation. Guanidines, if present, should crystallise out as the picrates, whereas creatinine should remain in solution.
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Although proposed as a method for the determination of guanidines, the experimental data presented refer only to the isolation of guanidine. It seems to be assumed that the same method will be applicable to the determination of methylguanidine and of dimethylguanidine. That the picrates of these substances might be more soluble than is guanidine picrate seems not to have been considered.
Even guanidine picrate, as was shown by Medes [1925] 
